Math F113X: Shift (Caesar) Ciphers lecture notes

1. Terminology

encryption

decryption

plaintext

ciphertext

key

2. Shift cipher: Each letter in the message is shifted a fixed number of steps over.

For example, below we use a shift of 3: A — D, B — E, ...
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(a) Encrypt the plaintext EN T RY

(b) Suppose the following text has been encrypted with a shift cipher using the shift A — D
(a shift of 3). Decrypt it.

TXRWH



